NORWICH

Meantime the municipal liberties of Norwich had deve-
loped as a result of successive grants from the time of Edward
the Confessor. Domesday states that Norwich paid not only
money to the King, but also an annual tribute of herring pies.
These famous pies continued to be sent to the king until 1816,
though in 1629 it seems that * divers just exceptions ' were taken
against their quality. It appears from a portentous complaint
on the subject that there were only four instead of five herrings
in each pie, that the crust did not travel well and that the
herrings were not c of the first new herrings *. Richard I's
charter enabled the town to elect its own reeve ; later the
government was vested in four bailiffs, who gave place to sheriffs
when Norwich became a county. Her prosperity was largely due
to the woollen industry, planted by the Flemings. Worstead,
where they settled, became the centre of the manufacture of
the cloth which bears that name and Norwich was made the
staple town. So rich did the city become that it was nearly all
rebuilt in the fourteenth century. Of the multitude of parish
churches for which Norwich is famed, the majority belong to
this period, as do other interesting buildings such as God's
House in Holmstete, St. Andrew's Hall and the Stranger's Hall.
The street names bear witness to the number of crafts which
flourished in the town. The Black Death, however, struck a
severe blow to its prosperity for a time, and the disturbed
condition of the county is reflected in the Peasants' Revolt of
1381.

Norwich was not easily defensible although it was walled,
and when a large force of peasants under John Litester, a dyer,
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